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E Arrival Card of India

India has introduced a new e-card system for foreign travelers arriving in
the country, designed to streamline the immigration process, enhance
security, and improve the overall travel experience. Here's an overview of
what such a system might entail, based on ongoing trends in digital
immigration management:

How It Works:

Pre-Arrival: Travelers fill out the necessary details on a government
website or app prior to their trip, and their application is approved. Upon
approval, the e-card (containing biometric data, passport number, visa
details, and travel information) is generated and sent to the traveler’s
mobile or email.

Arrival in India: At the airport, travelers scan the e-card using kiosks or
biometric gates.The system quickly verifies the traveler’'s information,
allowing them to pass through immigration with minimal delay.

Post-Arrival: The e-card might be linked to other services like booking a
taxi, hotel check-in, and more, ensuring a seamless travel experience. If
necessary, travelers can access government services, extend visas, or file
travel-related requests through the same system.

E arrival card is totally free, there are not charges

Who needs to use it / Who is exempt
e All foreign nationals entering India (tourists, business travellers,
students, medical visitors, researchers, etc.) must use the e-Arrival
Card.
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e Exemptions: Indian citizens, Overseas Citizens of India (OCIs) are not
required to fill this.

When you must do it
e The e-Arrival Card must be filled out up to 72 hours (3 days) before
arrival in India.
e There is a transition period (lasting ~ six months) during which
physical (paper) cards may still be accepted, but travellers are
strongly encouraged to use the digital card to speed up processing.

Where / How to fill it out
You can submit the e-Arrival Card through any one of:

e Official Indian Visa Online website - in the “e-Arrival” section.
e "“Su-Swagatam” mobile app.
e Participating airport websites — for example, the Delhi airport site.

Once you submit, you will receive a digital confirmation (could be a
reference number, QR code, etc.). You should carry that (either on your
phone or printed) when you travel.

What to do on arrival
e At immigration, officers will refer to your submitted e-Arrival
information. Since you filled it out ahead of time, the process should
be faster. No need to fill paper forms.
e Carry your passport, visa (or e-visa), and the e-Arrival Card
confirmation. The passport / visa checks are still needed. The e-Arrival
is in addition to your visa; it does not replace visa requirements.

Things to watch out for:
e Make sure you fill out the form before you travel (within the allowed
window, i.e. up to 3 days prior). If not, there could be delays.
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e Ensure accuracy: mistakes in passport number, address, or arrival
date could cause issues at immigration.

e Keep the digital confirmation safe and accessible (e.g. on phone
and/or printed).

e During the transition period (first ~6 months), some airports might
still accept paper cards, but using the e-Arrival Card is recommended.

On this official link you can apply for e arrival card before the travel to India

https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/earrival/

E arrival card is totally free, there are not charges
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